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Art Unit: 2141 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is in excess of 150 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Objections 

Claim 30 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim reads 
"on-line service prouder" on line 4. The examiner interprets this as a typographical error 
and should read "on-line service provider". For examination purpose the examiner 
assumes the claim should read "on-line service provider". Please notify the examiner if 
this is incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 31 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim reads 
"from a fist of service providers" on line 2. The examiner interprets this as a 
typographical error and should read "from a list of service providers". For examination 
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purpose the examiner assumes the claim should read "from a list of service providers". 
Please notify the examiner if this is incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "the computer user" in line 8. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Xu et al (US Patent #6,151,628). 

(Claim 1 discloses) a system for enabling a computer user to select from a 
plurality of service providers using a single high-speed data connection, the system 
being capable of connecting a computer device having a client application with a user- 
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selected service provider, the system comprising: a distributed system network having 
at least one receiving router for receiving communication from the computer device (Xu 
et al shows a network with a tunnel server which can route and receive data from the 
source to the network (column 9, lines 12-18).); and at least one tunnel server, each at 
least one tunnel server connecting the at least one receiving router with at least one 
transmitting router, the at least one transmitting router communicating with at least one 
service provider, wherein the computer user may select, using the client application, a 
service provider from a plurality of available service providers using a single high-speed 
data connection (Xu et al shows a network with a tunnel server which connects the 
source and the communications chassis and inherently routes data that allows the user 
to select a service provider using the single connection (column 9, lines 12-18, figure 

D). 

(Claim 2 discloses) The system according to claim 1, wherein each service 
provider may be an internet service provider, an online service provider, or a corporate 
intranet service. (Xu et al shows the connecting network can be a corporate private 
network, Internet, World Wide Web, etc (column 8, lines 49-51)). 

(Claim 11 discloses) The system of claim 1, further comprising: a virtual private 
network tunnel connection entry that is automatically configured for each service 
provider in a windows dial-up networking scenario (Xu et al shows a virtual private 
network connection can be established using a dial-up connection which inherently can 
be a windows dial-up networking scenario (column 4, lines 44-54)). 
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Claims 16-20, 25, 26, 31, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Larkins (US Patent #6,295,291 ). 

(Claim 16 discloses) a computer-readable medium for storing a client application 
to be installed on a computer device associated with a high-speed data network, the 
client application: presenting a user of the computer device with a tools menu including 
tools for controlling and monitoring a high-speed data connection over the high-speed 
data network (Larkins shows a menu for the connection over the network (figure 4).); 
presenting the user with an option to choose a service provider session page (Larkins 
shows an option on the menu that will allow the user to choose a service provider 
(Figure 4).); and upon the user choosing the service provider session page, presenting 
the user with a plurality of service providers from which to choose (Larkins shows an 
option to change service providers from a selection (figure 5)). 

(Claim 17 discloses) the computer-readable medium for storing a client 
application of claim 16, wherein the client application further comprises: upon the user 
choosing a service provider from the service provider session page, connecting the 
computer device to the chosen service provider over the high-speed data network 
(Larkins shows after the choices are selected and the device is turned on the device is 
able to be used on the network (column 5, lines 9-19)). 

(Claim 18 discloses) the computer-readable medium for storing a client 
application of claim 16, wherein the tools for controlling and monitoring a high-speed 
data connection comprise at least one of a support tool, a diagnostic tool, an alert tool, 
an update tool, an access tool, a service provider session tool and a message tool 
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(Larkins shows a list of tools available which can be a support, diagnostic, alert, update, 
access, service provider session, and message tool (Figure 4)). 

(Claim 19 discloses) the computer-readable medium for storing a client 
application of claim 18, wherein the tools for controlling and monitoring a high-speed 
data connection further comprise a member services tool (Larkins shows a member 
services tool available (Figure 4)). 

(Claim 20 discloses) the computer-readable medium for storing a client 
application of claim 19, wherein the client application relates to a fixed wireless high- 
speed data network (Larkins shows the application is for a radiotelephone service which 
inherently is a wireless high speed data network (column 2, lines 9-14, figure 1)). 

(Claim 25 discloses) a method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of service providers, the method comprising: presenting the 
computer user with the list of service providers from which to choose (Larkins shows a 
list of service providers which can be used (Figure 5).); and upon the user selecting a 
service provider from the list of service providers and clicking a connect button, 
establishing a connection between a computer device operated by the computer user 
and the selected service provider (Larkins shows that once the option is selected on the 
page the phone can use the selected option (column 6, lines 13-15)). 

(Claim 26 discloses) the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider of claim 25, wherein the computer device is associated with a fixed provider 
from a fixed wireless network (Larkins shows the method is for a radiotelephone service 
which inherently is a wireless high speed data network (column 2, lines 9-14, figure 1)). 
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(Claim 31 discloses) a method of enabling a user to connect to a chosen service 
provider from a list of service providers, the method comprising: displaying the list of 
service providers from which the user may choose (Larkins shows a list of service 
providers which can be used (Figure 5).); and in response to a single action being 
performed, connecting the user to the chosen service provider (Larkins shows after the 
choices are selected and the device is turned on the device is able to be used on the 
network (column 5, lines 9-19)). 

(Claim 35 discloses) a system for enabling a computer user to select a service 
provider from a plurality of service providers using a single high-speed data connection, 
the system comprising: presenting means for presenting a list of service providers 
available for user registration (Larkins shows a list of service providers available (figure 
5).); receiving means for receiving login information associated with the user and each 
registered service provider (Larkins shows means of receiving the login data from the 
user to the device (column 4, lines 4-9).); storing means for storing login information for 
each registered service provider (Larkins shows once the data is entered it is stored in 
a profile under the billing system (column 4, lines 37-41).); and connecting means for 
connecting the user to the chosen service provider (Larkins shows the phone being 
programmed with the information after registration is complete (column 4, lines 51-67, 
column 5, lines 1-8)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-10 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Xu et al (US Patent #6,1 51 ,628) in view of Larkins (US Patent 

#6,295,291). 

Claim 3 discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the client application presents a 
selection page listing the plurality of service providers. Xu et al teaches of the 
limitations of claim 1 as recited above (column 9, lines 12-18, figure 1). It fails to teach 
of a selection page listing a plurality of service providers. Larkins teaches of an options 
page, which allows the user to change their long distance carrier from a list of providers 
(figure 5). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with the system in Xu et al because this 
allows a user to change services with out interaction of others and in an efficient 
manner (Larkins, column 1, lines 21-25). 

Claim 4 discloses the system of claim 3 wherein the client application further 
comprises a registration service wherein the user may register for service provider from 
the plurality of service providers. Xu et al teaches of the system consisting of a 
distributed system network, at least one receiving router and at least one tunnel server 
(column 9, lines 12-18, figure 1). It fails to teach of a registration service where the user 
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may register for the service provider from the list. Larkins teaches of a system, which 
allows a user to register for a long distance carrier from a list of providers (figure 5, 
column 6, lines 13-15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with the system in Xu et al because this 
allows a user to change services with out interaction of others and in an efficient 
manner (Larkins, column 1, lines 21-25). 

Claim 5 discloses the system of claim 4 wherein registration and authentication 
for each service provider for which the user registers is populated to the distributed 
system network. Xu et al teaches of the system consisting of a distributed system 
network, at least one receiving router and at least one tunnel server and also providing 
the authentication information over the network to determine which device is authorized 
for the network (column 9, lines 12-18, column 10, lines 38-53, figure 1). It fails to teach 
of a registration service where the user may register for the service provider from the 
list. Larkins teaches of a system, which allows a user to register for a long distance 
carrier from a list of providers (figure 5, column 6, lines 13-15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with the authentication method in Xu et 
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al because the method provides control of access to the Internet from the network (Xu 
et al, column 5, lines 60-64). 

Claim 6 discloses the system of claim 5 wherein data communicating between 
the computer device and the receiving router occurs through a fixed wireless network. 
Xu et al teaches of a distributed system network, providing authentication information 
over the network and communicating the data between the device and the receiving 
router through a fixed wireless network (column 9, lines 12-18, column 10, lines 38-53, 
figure 1). It fails to teach of a registration service where the user may register for the 
service provider from the list. Larkins teaches of a system, which allows a user to 
register for a long distance carrier from a list of providers (figure 5, column 6, lines 13- 
15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with the wireless network in Xu et al 
because it provides direct access to the Internet and other computer networks for 
remote users such as wireless users (Xu et al, column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, lines 1- 

3). 

Claim 7 discloses the system of claim 5 wherein the registration, activation and 
authentication for each service provider occurs via a single data service. Xu et al 
teaches of a distributed system network, providing authentication information over the 
network and having registration, activation, and authentication. occur via a single data 
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source (column 6, lines 9-11, column 9, lines 12-18, column 10, lines 38-53). ). It fails 
to teach of a registration service where the user may register for the service provider 
from the list. Larkins teaches of a system, which allows a user to register for a long 
distance carrier from a list of providers (figure 5, column 6, lines 13-15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with the system in Xu et al because it 
provides access methods for a plurality of users that are subscribers of more than one 
provider (Xu et al, column 2, lines 11-15). 

Claim 8 discloses the system of claim 4 wherein registration occurs using an 
agent registration service. Xu et al teaches of a distributed system network and having 
a network authentication server on the network to handle registration (column 5, lines 
34-42, column 8, lines 65-67, column 9, lines 1-4.) It fails to teach of a registration 
service where the user may register for the service provider from the list. Larkins 
teaches of a system, which allows a user to register for a long distance carrier from a 
list of providers (figure 5, column 6, lines 13-15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with authentication server in Xu et al 
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because it provides access for a plurality of users that are subscribers of more than one 
provider (Xu et al, column 2, lines 1 1-15). 

Claim 9 discloses the system of claim 8 wherein activation occurs using a fixed 
wireless node. Xu et al teaches of a distributed system network, having a network 
authentication server on the network, and having activation occur using a fixed wireless 
node (column 5, lines 34-42, column 8, lines 65-67, column 9, lines 1-4, figure 1). It 
fails to teach of a registration service where the user may register for the service 
provider from the list. Larkins teaches of a system, which allows a user to register for a 
long distance carrier from a list of providers (figure 5, column 6, lines 13-15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with the system in Xu et al because it 
provides access for a plurality of users that are subscribers of more than one provider 
(Xu et al, column 2, lines 11-15). 

Claim 10 discloses the system of claim 9 wherein authentication occurs in the 
distributed service network. Xu et al teaches of a distributed system network, having a 
network authentication server on the network, having activation occur using a fixed 
wireless node, and having authentication occur in the distributed service network. 

It fails to teach of a registration service where the user may register for the 
service provider from the list. Larkins teaches of a system, which allows a user to 
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register for a long distance carrier from a list of providers (figure 5, column 6, lines 13- 
15). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the options page in Larkins with authentication server in Xu et al 
because it provides access for a plurality of users that are subscribers of more than one 
provider (Xu et al, column 2, lines 11-15). 

Claim 12 discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the client application provides 
a plurality of high-speed data related tools. Xu et al teaches of the limitations of claim 1 
as recited above (column 9, lines 12-18, figure 1). It fails to teach of the client 
application providing a plurality of tools. Larkins teaches of a system, which provides 
the user a set of tools to use to maintain the user's account (figure 4). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the tools in Larkins with the system in Xu because the user can 
maintain their account without operator interaction therefore saving the service provider 
money (Larkins, column 6, lines 49-55). 

Claim 13 discloses the system in claim 12 where tools provided by the client 
application can perform various functions such as providing support, diagnostics, alerts, 
updates, access, service provider choice, and messaging. Xu et al teaches of a 
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distributed system network (column 9, lines 12-18, figure 1). It fails to teach of the client 
application providing these various tools. Larkins teaches of a system, which provides 
the user a set of tools with various options to maintain the user's account (figure 4). , 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the tools in Larkins with the system in Xu because the user can 
maintain their account without operator interaction therefore saving the service provider 
money (Larkins, column 6, lines 49-55). 

Claim 14 discloses the system in claim 13 wherein the user may select the 
service provider from a plurality of available service providers using a service provider 
selection tool. Xu et al teaches of a distributed system network (column 9, lines 12-18, 
figure 1), It fails to teach of using a service provider selection tool to choose from a list 
of available service providers. Larkins teaches of a system, which allows the user to 
use a tool to choose a service provider from a list of available service providers (figure 4 
and figure 5). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the tools in Larkins with the system in Xu because the user can 
maintain their account without operator interaction therefore saving the service provider 
money (Larkins, column 6, lines 49-55). 
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Claim 15 discloses a system for controlling high-speed data communication for a 
computer device using a client application. Xu et al teaches of a system comprising a 
distributed system network and at least one tunnel server and at least one router 
(column 9, lines 12-18). It fails to teach of the user being able to use tools provided by 
the client application. Larkins teaches of a system, which provides the user a set of 
tools to use to maintain the user's account (figure 4). 

Xu et al and Larkins are analogous art because they are both related to wireless 
network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the tools in Larkins with the system in Xu because the user can 
maintain their account without operator interaction therefore saves the service provider 
money (Larkins, column 6, lines 49-55). 

Claims 21-24, 27-30, and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Larkins (US Patent #6,295,291) in view of Bouvier et al (US Patent 
#6,430,276). 

Claim 21 discloses a method of enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of service providers. Larkins teaches of selecting a long distance carrier from 
a list provided and upon clicking submit the changes will take effect and connecting the 
user with the long distance carrier (figure 5). It fails to teach of storing login information 
associated with the user and the provider, retrieving the stored information and 
presenting a list of providers registered to the user. Bouvier et al teaches of storing 
information relating to all the different subscriptions one user may have, retrieving the 
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login information and presenting the list of subscriptions to the user (column 5, lines 50- 
59, column 6, lines 11-16, column 7, lines 28-34). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 22 discloses the method of enabling a user to choose a service provider of 
claim 21 wherein the method is associated with a fixed wireless high-speed data 
environment. Larkins teaches of selecting a provider, connecting the device to the 
provider upon clicking submit and that the application is for a radiotelephone service 
which can be a wireless high speed data network (column 2, lines 9-14, figure 1, figure 
5). It fails to teach of storing login information associated with the user and the provider, 
retrieving the stored information and presenting a list of providers registered to the user. 
Bouvier et al teaches of storing information relating to all the different subscriptions one 
user may have, retrieving the login information and presenting the list of subscriptions to 
the user (column 5, lines 50-59, column 6, lines 11-16, column 7, lines 28-34). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in a 
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high-speed environment in Larkins because this provides a user with a single 
authentication, authorization, and accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier 
et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 23 discloses the method of enabling a user to choose a service provider of 
claim 22 wherein the method is initiated by a client application on a computer device. 
Larkins teaches of selecting a provider, connecting the device upon clicking submit, 
having the method associated with a wireless environment and having the method 
initiated by a client application on a computer device (column 2, lines 9-14, figures 
1 ,4,5). It fails to teach of storing login information associated with the user and the 
provider, retrieving the stored information and presenting a list of providers registered to 
the user. Bouvier et al teaches of storing information relating to all the different 
subscriptions one user may have, retrieving the login information and presenting the list 
of subscriptions to the user (column 5, lines 50-59, column 6, lines 11-16, column 7, 
lines 28-34). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 24 discloses the method of enabling a user to choose a service provider of 
claim 21 wherein presenting a list of service providers available for user registration 
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further comprises presenting the user with an option to register for other service 
providers. Larkins teaches of selecting a provider, connecting the device to the provider 
upon clicking submit (figure 5). It fails to teach of presenting the user with an option to 
register for other service providers. Bouvier et al teaches of storing information relating 
to all the different subscriptions one user may have, retrieving the login information, 
presenting the list of subscriptions to the user, and presenting the user with an option to 
register for other providers (column 5, lines 50-59, column 6, lines 11-16, column 7, 
lines 28-34, column 9, lines 65-66, column 10, lines 1-11). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method in Larkins because 
this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and accounting point to 
access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 27 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of providers of claim 26 wherein presenting the computer user with 
the list of service providers from which to choose further comprises presenting the 
computer user with an option to register for additional service providers. Larkins 
teaches of limitations of claim 26 as recited above (column 2, lines 9-14, column 6, lines 
13-15, figures 1 and 5). It fails to teach of presenting the user with an option to register 
for other service providers. Bouvier et al teaches of presenting the user with an option 
to register for other providers (column 9 lines 65-66, column 10, lines 1-11). 
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Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 28 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of providers of claim 28 further comprising; when the user selects a 
service provider from the list of service providers, pre-populating a name field and 
password field with stored information associated with the selected service provider. 
Larkins teaches of the limitations of claim 25 as recited above (column 6, lines 13-15, 
figures 1 and 5). It fails to teach of pre-populating a name and password field with 
stored information associated with the selected service provider. Bouvier et al teaches 
of a method, which after the user is authenticated, information is returned from the 
database to the application so the application can use the users information to provide 
the appropriate connection to the user (column 7, lines 17-21, 29-35). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 
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Claim 29 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of providers of claim 28 wherein establishing a connection between 
a computer device operated by the computer user and the selected service provider 
further comprises establishing a point-to-point over Ethernet connection. Larkins 
teaches of presenting a user with a list of providers and connecting the user to a chosen 
provider. It fails to teach of pre-populating a name and password field with stored 
information associated with the selected service provider. Bouvier et al teaches of a 
method which after the user is authenticated, information is returned from the database 
to the application so the application can use the users information to provide the 
appropriate connection to the user for a dial-up connection (column 7, lines 17-21, 29- 
35). It is widely known in the art that a network connection can be established using a 
variety of methods including dial-up and an Ethernet connection. 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method in Larkins because 
this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and accounting point to 
access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 30 discloses the method of enabling a computer user to choose a service 
provider from a list of providers of claim 25 wherein each service provider in the list of 
service providers may be an internet service provider, on-line service provider or 
corporate intranet service. Larkins teaches of the limitations of claim 25 as recited 
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above. It fails to teach of the list of providers being an internet service, an on-line 
service, or a corporate intranet service. Bouvier et al teaches being able to hold 
information for a user from a variety of network access servers such as an intranet, an 
extranet, or an internet (column 9, lines 10-13). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 32 discloses a method of enabling a user to connect to a service provider 
of claim 31 , further comprising; a chosen service provider from a list in response to a 
single action by the user, displaying a list of registratable service providers for which the 
user may register and add service providers to the list of service providers from which 
the user may choose. Larkins teaches of the limitations of claim 31 as recited above 
(column 5, lines 9-19, figure 5). It fails to teach of displaying a list of registerable 
service providers, which the user may register and add to a list of providers from which 
the user may choose. Bouvier et al teaches of presenting the user with an option to 
register for other providers (column 9 lines 65-66, column 10, lines 1-11). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 33 discloses the method of enabling a user to connect to a chosen service 
provider from a list of providers of claim 32, wherein the method is associated with a 
fixed wireless high-speed data network. Larkins teaches of displaying a list of 
providers, connecting to the providers once chosen and using a wireless high-speed 
data network (column 2, lines 9-14, column 5, lines 9-19, figures 1 and 5). It fails to 
teach of displaying a list of registerable service providers, which the user may register 
and add to a list of providers from which the user may choose. Bouvier et al teaches of 
presenting the user with an option to register for other providers (column 9 lines 65-66, 
column 10, lines 1-11). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claim 34 discloses The method of enabling a user to connect to a chosen service 
provider from a list of service providers of claim 33, wherein each service provider may 
be one of an internet service provider, an online service provider, or a corporate intranet 
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service. Larkins teaches of displaying a list of providers, connecting to the providers 
once chosen and using a wireless high-speed data network (column 2, lines 9-14, 
column 5, lines 9-19, figures 1 and 5). It fails to teach of displaying a list of registerable 
service providers, which the user may register and add to a list of providers from which 
the user may choose, and of the list of providers being an internet service, an on-line 
service, or a corporate intranet service. Bouvier et al teaches of presenting the user 
with an option to register for other providers and being able to hold information for a 
user from a variety of network access servers such as an intranet, an extranet, or an 
internet (column 9 lines 10-13, 65-66, column 10, lines 1-11). 

Larkins and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related 
providing network access to users. - 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the database in Bouvier et al with the method of a provider list in 
Larkins because this provides a user with a single authentication, authorization, and 
accounting point to access different networks (Bouvier et al, column 5, lines 25-30). 

Claims 36-38, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Xu et al (US Patent #6,151 ,628) in view of Bouvier et al (US Patent #6,430,276). 

Claim 36 discloses a method for enabling a user to choose a service provider 
from a list of providers. Xu et al teaches of inputting login information associated with 
the user and a provider, selecting a sen/ice provider from a list where the computer can 
connect the user to the provider (column 8, lines 57-60, column 10, lines 38-53). It fails 
to teach of receiving a list of service providers available for registration from a server 
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computer. Bouvier et al teaches of receiving a list of providers for the user from a 
server computer (column 6, lines 1 1-16). 

Xu et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related to 
methods of network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the list from the server in Bouvier et al with the method in Xu et al 
because it provides value-added services to a user as well as different ways in 
connecting to the network (Bouvier et al column 4, lines 54-58). 

Claim 37 discloses the method of claim 36 wherein the login information includes 
a user id and a password. Xu et al teaches of the limitations of claim 36 as recited 
above and including a user id and password in the login information (column 8, lines 57- 
60, column 10, lines 38-53, column 16, lines 53-57). It fails to teach of receiving a list of 
service providers available for registration from a server computer. Bouvier et al 
teaches of receiving a list of providers for the user from a server computer (column 6, 
lines 11-16). 

Xu et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related to 
methods of network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the list from the server in Bouvier et al with the method in Xu et al 
because it provides value-added services to a user as well as different ways in 
connecting to the network (Bouvier et al column 4, lines 54-58). 
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Claim 38 discloses the method of claim 36 wherein the connection between the 
user and the selected service provider is a fixed wireless connection. Xu et al teaches 
of the limitations of claim 36 as recited above and the connection is a fixed wireless 
connection (column 8, lines 57-60, column 10, lines 38-53, column 16, lines 53-57, 
figure 1). It fails to teach of receiving a list of service providers available for registration 
from a server computer. Bouvier et al teaches of receiving a list of providers for the 
user from a server computer (column 6, lines 11-16). 

Xu et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related to 
methods of network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the list from the server in Bouvier et al with the method in Xu et al 
because it provides value-added services to a user as well as different ways in 
connecting to the network (Bouvier et al column 4, lines 54-58). 

Claim 40 discloses The method of claim 36 further comprising receiving an 
indication of an option to register for other service providers. Xu et al teaches of the 
limitations of claim 36 as recited above (column 8, lines 57-60, column 10, lines 38r53). 
It fails to teach of receiving a list of service providers for the user from a server 
computer and receiving an indication to register for other providers. Bouvier et al 
teaches of receiving a list of providers for the user from a server computer and allowing 
the user to register from other providers (column 6, lines 11-16, column 9, lines 65-66, 
column 10, lines 1-11). 
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Xu et al and Bouvier et al are analogous art because they are both related to 
methods of network access. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the list from the server in Bouvier et al with the method in Xu et al 
because it provides value-added services to a user as well as different ways in 
connecting to the network (Bouvier et al column 4, lines 54-58). 

Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Xu et al 
(US Patent # 6,1 51 ,628) in view of Bouvier et al (US Patent #6,430,276) as applied to 
claims 36-38 and 40 above, and further in view of Larkins (US Patent #6,295,291). 

Claim 39 discloses the method of claim 36 further comprising a list of high-speed 
related tool. Xu et al as modified by Bouvier et al teaches of a method of enabling a 
user to choose a service provider from a list of providers as shown above. It fails to 
teach of having various high-speed related tools included. 

Larkins teaches of an application, which has high-speed related tools for the user 
of the application to use (figure 4). 

Xu et al as modified by Bouvier et al and Larkins are analogous art because they 
are both related to providing users with network access. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use the tools in Larkins with the method of Xu et al as modified by 
Bouvier et al because this allows a user to select a different service without retailer 
interaction and doing so efficiently (Larkins, column 1, lines 21-25). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rai et al (US Patent #6,675,208) teaches of a registration 
scheme for a network. Rosenberg et al (US Patent #6,628,934) teaches of 
automatically provisioning wireless services. Chen et al (US PGPUB 
#US2003/0200321) teaches of a system for automated connection to virtual private 
networks. Dougherty (US Patent #6,393,271) teaches of a wireline-based registration 
of wireless devices. Farris et al (US Patent #6,721 ,306) teaches of a public wireless 
internet gateway. Rai et al (US Patent #6,577,643) teaches of a message and 
communication system in a network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Gillis whose telephone number is 571-272-7952. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:45-4:15. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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